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The next MIT Class of 1960 Get-Together – a luncheon event on Saturday, October 14th, in Cambridge will feature a
wonderful three-course meal and a stimulating talk.  Details and reservation form are on the next page.
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And
once you were settled into

your dormitory or fraternity room (there
were no sororities at MIT back then), you most

likely ambled over to the Tech Coop on Massachusetts
Ave. to buy some books or walked a little further down the

block to Tech Drug to get a snack or some other essentials. . .
The Coop left this location many years ago and moved to a new store

in Kendall Square. However, the old Coop building has remained as part
of the campus but has undergone a series of renovations over the past

decades to serve as a venue for a variety of academic and extracurricular
activities. Also no longer in the street across from the Institute’s main entrance,

since our time at MIT, are Tech Drug and the row of adjacent stores. These all were
demolished and a multi-story Student Center was constructed in their place. This

building continues to function as a gathering space incorporating spaces to eat and to
conveniently buy groceries (no more trekking to the no-longer-in-existence Elm Farm
supermarket in Central Square), as well as activity and function rooms.
If you go to Kendall Square where the Tech Coop now is, you will find an area quite
different from what we remember that section of the city was like when we were at Tech.
Although the bank on the corner is still there, it is functioning not as an outpost of Harvard
Trust, but as a branch of Bank of America. Many of the old industrial buildings adjacent to
what was the extent of the MIT campus are also still to be seen, having been adaptively
re-used to become MIT academic and administrative facilities. However, there are now
two hotels (one being a renovation of the old fire station house), and restaurants have
sprung up throughout the Kendall Square area. These new facilities have replaced such
memorable “dining spots” such as the F&T Diner. Also gone is the aromatic mixture of
soap and chocolate that often filled the air from the Lever Brothers’s manufacturing
plant and from the Brigham’s and Daggett Chocolate’s operations that had been
cheek-by-jowl to MIT’s then-campus. Currently the air around Kendall Square is
likely to be redolent with dust particles arising from the tremendous amount of
construction that the Institute is undertaking as part of the major Kendall

Square revitalization project that is underway.
Do you have any interesting memories of what MIT was like back when

we were students here and how these remembrances of courses
(remember Saturday morning lab sessions), or activities other than

educational ones, or other aspects of your time here, might
contrast to what is happening now? Let us on your

reunion committee know, and perhaps these
items could be included in a future

issue of the newsletter.

In the Past Currently

Remembering When . . .
Think back to the time when you entered Tech, either as a frosh or as a transfer student. Your electronic items probably consisted only
of a radio and a clock, plus a watch you wore. Maybe if you were lucky, upon arrival you found that your housing had a TV set.. . . Now,
students are likely to arrive with a “backpack-full” array of electronic gear, all being smart (the devices, that is, but hopefully the young
men and women too), until the electronic and human power sources need re-charging. No more are slide rules to be readily seen, if at
all. Other “aids,” used to speed up calculations, are no longer an identifying mark of a “Tech tool.”

The fire house at Dock &
Main Sts.(c.1914) is now
a hotel. 

The Kendall Square area
was once a center for the
manufacturing of soap, as
well as the home for more
than 100 candy companies.

Many existing MIT buildings in Kendall Square
are being renovated/upgraded to meet new needs.

And on former campus parking lots, the construction
of a number of new multi-story structures is underway. 

A weekly farmers’ market takes 
place in the plaza by the Coop.

.

A Cambridge timeline is
seen at Kendall’s T stop.

A mini sculpture park was
created in the street where

Main St. & Broadway meet.

During the 1980s, renovations and
location changes were made for 
the Red Line’s Kendall station.

People at Tech kidded that the F and T initials 
stood for an unappetizing description of the diner...
But they actually were the last name initials of the two
men who founded the diner and the adjacent restaurant. 



Send in this Reservation Form for Our Fall ’17 Get-Together
Saturday, October 14, 2017 at The Glass House, Kendall Square, Cambridge

SCHEDULE:   11:45am – Greet and meet at The Glass House restaurant, with plenty of time to socialize with old and new friends
12:15pm – Luncheon followed by a presentation on Old Cambridge – This talk, presented by Charles Sullivan, Executive

Director, Cambridge Historical Commission, will 

LUNCHEON: The luncheon includes a starter course, entrée, and dessert. There will be a cash bar.

Select your entrée here by checking off your choice of one of the following; if you are bringing a guest, indicate that person’s choice.
__ Steak Frites     __ Salmon    __Vegetarian      Indicate any dietary restrictions ___________________________________________

Please register the following people for this get-together: 

NAME(S)__________________________________________________________ Badge Name (s)_________________________________

ADDRESS (Street, City, State, Zip) __________________________________________________________________________________ 

TELEPHONE ____________________________ E-MAIL________________________________________________________________

The registration fee for the event is $45.00 per person.
Enclose a check or money order, payable to the MIT Class of 1960, and send your payment along with this filled-in form, to:

Daniel Whitney, Class Treasurer, 141 Rhinecliff Street, Arlington MA 02476-7331
Questions? Contact Sue Schur, Reunion Chair, ses_tec_con@msn.com

Changes ahead...
The physical appearance of the MIT campus and 
the surrounding areas will continue to evolve...
The Kendall Square will retain a few of the well-
remembered historic structures, but in a few years
you may see scenes in this neighborhood, such as
those to the right, which will have many new high-
rise buildings and new married student housing
that replaces the soon-to-be demolished Eastgate.

Not only in the built environment . . . From its earliest days, the Institute initiated valuable changes
in educational programs. When MIT opened, students were able to actually conduct experiments in a well-equipped lab, utilizing the
latest instruments, not just read about experiments – an unusual educational opportunity in American schools in the mid 1800s...and even
not universal when we were at Tech. (Remember our freshman chemistry course with its Saturday morning lab sessions?) These innovative
initiatives continue. Tech’s newly appointed vice chancellor Ian A. Waitz indicated just a few of the programs presently being undertaken
to advance the educational experience of MIT’s undergrads and graduate students, including developing a roadmap for enhancing the
first-year student academic experience, implementing new aspects to residential education, strengthening online learning programs, and
expanding the New Engineering Education Transformation (NEET) effort which offers multi-department educational options.

Share Memories at an Event for Classmates and Guests
See for yourself the exciting changes that are occurring in and around MIT. Join us on October 14th for a mid-day event – an enjoyable
luncheon+talk get-together for classmates and guests which will focus on the new and the old Cambridge.

If you haven't been in the Kendall Square area lately, you will probably be amazed, or at least startled, by the changes
taking place, some of which seem to occur overnight. But Cambridge has always been a changing place, although maybe
not as quickly as in the last couple of years. You may remember that while we were at Tech, the "F&T Diner" was
basically the only eating place in Kendall Square. Now the area is filled with noteworthy restaurants. One of these is
The Glass House, the venue where we will hold the October 14th luncheon event.
At The Glass House we will have the opportunity to view the changed surroundings and enjoy an excellent three-course

meal. . . And to relate to us some wonderful stories and provide fascinating glimpses of old Cambridge, we are pleased to have as our
guest speaker Charles Sullivan, the Executive Director of the Cambridge Historical Commission and the co-author of the recently
published book Building Old Cambridge, an outstanding, rave-reviews publication.

We hope that you will be joining us on October 14th. Reservations for the event can be made using the form shown below.

A memory plaque


