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MIT Class of 1960 Newsletter

60ers for the 60th . . . Although the 60th reunion of the MIT Class of 1960 is a few years away, the Reunion Committee
thought that you might like to occasionally receive news about  • our class activities and future plans  • the evolving scene
at MIT  • the changing appearance of the Cambridge-Boston urban environment. And many exciting new developments
have and are taking place since our last reunion. We plan to have the 60th year reunion program offer you stimulating insights
and enjoyable views of these transformations. . . .In the meantime, a few of these are briefly discussed here. Others will be
discussed in subsequent newsletters.
NOTE: Future mailings will be sent to you via e-mail... If you do not have an “alum.mit.edu” e-mail address, or if you do have an
alum.mit.edu address on file and would prefer to have these notices sent to you at a different e-mail address, please send this e-mail
address to Sue Schur, Reunion Chair, at: ses_tec_con@msn.com. The e-mail address you send to Sue will only be used by the Reunion
Committee. 

What you see is not what you saw . . . If you haven’t seen classmates since graduation, or even if you have gotten
together with them only a couple of times in the intervening years, often you might be hard put to recognize some of them.
Likewise, if you haven’t visited Tech lately, you might be surprised by the streetscape. 
Looking across Massachusetts Ave. from the Institute’s main entrance, the view is significantly different
than it was five decades ago, let alone this past year. . . .Remember Tech Drug and the row of retail stores
that were on the opposite side. Taking the place of these buildings is a lawn on which  the Alchemist, a
Jaume Plensa sculpture, was sited in 2010. The Student Center (which was not there when we were at
Tech) can be seen.
Going down the street toward the Charles River, along the walkway to Kresge, on one side of it a huge
map of the campus has been added; on the other side of it, a bus shelter was erected.  
Remember Bexley, the apartment building, one wing of which became an apartment dormitory for coeds
at the start of our sophomore year? This past year, it was demolished and was replaced by a park area. A
view of the MIT Chapel is now visible from the Mass. Ave. sidewalk. 
Also gone is the Tech Coop (but reincarnated in a Kendall Square location). Several years ago the former
Coop building was converted into a more modern structure which has housed the Center for Visual Arts
and other MIT programs. Accommodations for bicycles are evident here and throughout the campus.
When you walk across the narrow access road, the building that we knew as Graduate House is still there.
However, it underwent yet another transformation a while ago. (It was an elegant residential hotel before
MIT moved from Boston to Cambridge.) The building, after extensive renovations, reopened in 2011 as
a coed undergraduate residence hall and has been renamed Maseeh Hall. 
At the corner of Mass. Ave. and Memorial Drive a familiar structure can be seen. The Mass. Ave. bridge
remains, but with some new features – bike lanes added and its length marked off in Smoots.

Time Out . . . Let’s not wait until 2020 to get together. We are planning a mini-reunion to take
place this Fall at a well-regarded restaurant in Cambridge. It will be a luncheon meeting with a
fascinating presentation on one of the projects recently undertaken at MIT. . . and this should be
of interest to all, regardless of a person’s technical expertise or non-technical background.
Information on this event will be e-mailed to you in September, so don’t forget to send Sue the
e-mail address at which you can be reached.
If attending a mini-reunion in Cambridge is not feasible for you, you might want to arrange a get-together
with classmates who are in a location near you. It can be an enjoyable event, with a chance to catch up on
what is happening with other alums. And, if you do have a local mini-reunion, please send us any photos
that you take at the event. These could be posted on the Class of ’60’s website and/or used in a future
newsletter.

Information on the Class of 1960 EFIE Fellowship and other news is on the reverse side.



During our time at Tech, 
a new currency appeared...

The bill, created by
our classmate Don Hatfield and 

printed by Voo Doo, was great fun to look at, 
but, unfortunately, this four dollar bill was not negotiable

However,  real money from our class is being put to work on many interesting undertakings. . .
An Update on EFIE -- the MIT Class of 1960’s Endowment for Innovation in Education which was established in 1985 in
honor of our 25th reunion. 
The purpose of this class fund is to develop and/or support novel courses, projects, or experimental instructional activities
needed for the Institute to keep pace with the rapid advances occurring across many disciplines, advancing undergraduate
and graduate education. Faculty recipients, known as Class of 1960 Fellows, receive grants for periods of one to three years.
These grants are awarded by the Institute’s Provost without restriction to school or department.To date, there have been
forty-six (46) Class of 1960 Fellows...resulting in EFIE being an extremely important and successful factor in the shaping
of higher education.
The significant impact that EFIE has had can be best summarized by remarks made by the people who have held this
fellowship. Here are what two of the Class of 1960 Fellows have reported on how the fellowship helped in their activities.
Dennis Frenchman, Leventhal Professor of Urban Design & Planning, and Associate Dean, School of Architecture & Urban
Planning (Fellow: 2016-2018):
“First of all, thank you and the Class of 1960 so much for your support of DESx.  It is incredibly meaningful to us.  The funds have come
at exactly the right time, when all the pieces are gelling and we are getting ready to launch. . . DESx – The Design Accelerator – will
train students to be design and urban entrepreneurs. Centered in the School of Architecture and Planning, DESx will engage students
and faculty from disciplines across MIT in the task of redesigning their environments to be more resilient, productive, healthy, and
equitable...Many students and faculty in these initiative are already undertaking research that has implications for the built environment,
from self-driving vehicles to water quality sensing. DESx will provide a platform for them to work with architects, city designers, and
planning professionals - who understand the urban  context - to jointly develop and deploy their innovations....
“The plan is to put out an announcement in the coming weeks, then to have an “official" launch in the fall (at an event we will unveil the
"DESx 50” — a select group or companies founded by MIT alums that have made a difference in cities and the environment.)  At that
time, we will also put out the call for our first set of entrepreneurial student teams, thanks to your support.
“Meanwhile, we are informally moving forward with some students/alums who need support now, to road test DESx.  We have secured
transitional space for them to work (at Cambridge Innovation Center in Kendall Sq.) and are helping to mentor them as they develop
their ideas, and business strategy....Please convey our gratitude and excitement to the 1960 alums!”
Jesús A. del Alamo, Donner Professor of Electrical Engineering in the Department of Electrical Engineering and Computer
Science, (Fellow: 2001-2003, 2013-2015) with Katherine R. DeLong
“Our project was about integrating the iLab Shared Architecture (ISA), developed at MIT to support online laboratories, with the Open
EDX Platform, separately developed at MIT to project Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) around the world. The motivation is to
enhance the educational value of MOOCs by integrating into them the hands-on remote experimental experiences that iLab provides.
“The iLab Shared Architecture has a complex non-standard security model, designed in 2003, that did not support third party authorization
from a Learning Management System (LMS) such as EDX. Working with members of the Global Online Lab Consortium (GLOC),
rudimentary features were added in 2012 to authorize lab execution for users from a third party authority. A goal of the Class of 1960
project was to expand the third party interfaces and add additional methods for automatically creating and modifying user accounts, an
essential requirement for integration into EDX. This was accomplished in this project through the development of three new web services.
“Further, the EDx Platform discourages the use of plug-ins...In order to enable the iLab client in EDx, the Applet code had to be translated
into a Google Web Toolkit (GWT) project. GWT compiles Java code and outputs a JavaScript application. The original iLab code mixed
application objects and user interface classes within the same namespace. In order to support building both the pure Java and GWT
targets, the code had to be restructured. The new client technology was constructed, debugged, and tested. Further enhancements are to
present a friendlier interface to the user than the working versions that were developed in the context of this project.”

Do you have news and/or photos that you would like to share with other members of the class? If you do, please send this
material to: Sue Schur, 76 Highland Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143 or e-mail the item(s) to: ses_tec_con@msn.com.
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